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Nowa Huta appears, and as you can see it's based on a semicircle, with a main square, one, two, three, four, five avenues radiating from the square,
precisely 45 degrees everywhere, four of the avenues are supplied with tramlines, the tram goes to the steelworks, around half of the steelworks, and goes
to Krakéw, so it's perfect public transportation. The steelworks is amazingly big, because if this is the city of 100,000 people, the steelworks looks a bit like
this, six times bigger than the original city, it was the biggest steelworks in the world when they built it, it's around two and three thousand acres, so it's huge,
it's like a big city, with a few hundred kilometres of rails, a few hundred kilometres of roads, so it's amazingly big.

They are fighting to get it on the UNESCO list, | don't know when, but it's the biggest example of socialist architecture, | mean the whole complex yeah, with
not so much distribution of different types of architecture, so a local group is fighting for this.

A stroll around the huge Plac Centralny, or Central Square, shows how the city should have developed if it were not for lack of money, something that was all
too common in the days of the Polish People's Republic. Having admired the magnificent buildings and the net of wiring that powers the trams coming out of
every corner of the square, it's back to the Trabant and off to the steelworks for an inspection, before checking out an apartment which has retained its '80s
style and décor.

The apartment has been left relatively unchanged, and gives you an idea of what living n such a place must have been like. Even the smell was, how to put
it, stale... Mike explains, amongst other things, the problems of fruit and the troubles of young love in Communist Poland:

You used to wait like two months to get a fridge, this one's Russian, Minsk, so you had to wait for all the things, you don't go to the shop and buy, but you
wait, you arrange, you have to really think, but finally you get everything. There were no fruits, no bananas, oranges, pineapples didn't exist, coconuts and
mangoes, and all this stuff. Only Polish fruits. Western fruit was special stuff, families from the west were sending us food, | remember fruit packages. My
father was in the States and he was sending us bananas, oranges, with the coconut we didn't know what to do, and the pineapple, it was like really
complicated stuff. When | split with one girl, when | was ten eleven years old, so she split with me because | was not responsible, and | gave her an orange
as a splitting gift... You couldn't go the shop and by an orange, maybe during Christmas sometimes, you had to have a family approach (connection).

| like this washing machine it's called Francesca, and what's interesting is that the design is from the 50s, but they were producing Francescas until the end
of Communist Poland, so until '89, and it also showed the type of development in Communist countries, that you have the design of something from the '50s,
but you make it for as long as possible, because there's no demand from the market.

Crazy Mike has been taking rides to Nowa Huta for the past three years. How do you come up with such an idea though? He told me more after the tour:

| was working in the hotel as a receptionist, finishing my degree in law, so | had a contact with tourists, and once they called me from the hotel, 'there's a
couple, they need two hours guiding, so | came with my little Polish Fiat, you know, old communist car, | wanted to take them to the castle, | just used the car
as transportation to get to the Old Town, but they've already seen the Old Town, so | had to show them something else, so | took them to some
off-the-beaten-path places, and they really enjoyed it, they really had a good time, very chilled out.

And do you have any plans for the future of your business, do you want to buy some more Trabants?

Yeah, I'll buy some more Trabants for sure, I'll extend the offer to some more freaky communist stuff like communist disco, you know, real Polish workers
meeting. When we have groups we make a kind of little mayhem, Polish workers pour a little vodka, give pickles, and people get drunk and it's a lot of fun,
50 kitsch band playing and so we go in that direction, so there's less history, and more socialising, between tourists and Polish workers, that speak no
English of course...

So it seems that Crazy Mike won't be trading in his Trabant for a Ferrari just yet, although a tour around Nowa Huta is made that much more enjoyable when
in the back of a genuine East-German motor that runs on two-stroke petrol and sounds like a lawnmower.

Mike and his team can be checked out on the internet at www.crazyguides.com.
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